
Growing Together through Faith, Love, and Fellowship.    

“Come Up” 1st Sunday in Lent                               February 18, 2024 
The asterisk (*) indicates to please rise in body or spirit. 

Lifting Up our Hearts 
Your paths are straight and true, O God; they guide all who seek the way of 

salvation.  By your mercy you instruct your children how to pursue steadfast love 

and faithfulness.  Upheld by your covenant and enlightened by your testimony, we 

live securely in your goodness and truth.  Hear us now as we lift our souls in praise 

to you.  Accept our glad adoration, and teach us your will.  Amen. 

Gathering Music 

Gathering Up 

Music for Centering              “Lamb of God”             arr. Douglas E. Wagner 

Welcome and Announcements 

Pause for Poetry                                            Jacquie D’Angelo 

Entering God’s Presence                                                                
“God, Be Merciful To Me”                                       Richard Redhead, 1853 
     God, be merciful to me,  

     On thy grace I rest my plea; 

     Plenteous in compassion thou, 

     Blot out my transgressions now; 

     Wash me, make me pure within, 

     Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin. 

*Call to Worship                                                   

Leader:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.  Lead the humble and teach  

               them your way. 

People: Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 

Leader:  For you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day  

              long. 

People: Your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness for those who  

              keep your decrees. 

Leader:  Let us worship God! 



*Hymn    “Lord, Who throughout These Forty Days”                    #166 

We Acknowledge What’s Up 

*Call to Confession  

People: When I am down and, oh my soul, so weary 

              When troubles come and my heart burdened be 

              Then, I am still and wait here in the silence 

              Until You come and sit awhile with me 

              You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains 

              You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas 

              I am strong, when I am on Your shoulders 

              You raise me up to more than I can be 

Words and Music by Brendan Graham and Rolf Lovland 
© 2003, Universal Music Publishing 

Used by Permission. ONE LICENSE #A-739295 

*Prayer of Confession 

Loving God, we come before you needing to feel lighter.  We are 

weighed down with expectations and difficult news.  Sometimes it is our 

own doing that weighs us down.  In this moment of quiet, we lift up to 

you those things we’d like to give up for good … for the sake of The 

Good.  Amen.  (Silent prayer of confession.)  

*Assurance of Pardon  
Leader:  In the name of Christ, we are forgiven. 

People: In the name of Christ, we are forgiven.  Glory to God.  Amen! 

*Response Hymn         “Change My Heart, O God”                          #695 

The Word Uplifts 

Prayer for Illumination 

What’s Up? with Children 

Scripture Reading                                                                                                               Mark 1:9-15 
 Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.                                                  



Music for Soaring  
“In My Quiet Place”                                                   Dottie Pickering, 2019 

In my quiet place, where God is there, I long to go and pray, 

And to talk with him who loves me so and guides me day to day. 

   In my quiet place, I sit and think and wonder what to do, 

   With all the worries of the world, he’ll always lead me through. 

In my quiet place, he whispers, in the music, there’s a song. 

In the dimness, there’s a light aglow, showing God’s there all along. 

   In my quiet place, I love to go, to talk to God above, 

   I can hear him speak and always there’s a deep and gentle love. 

Sermon                        “Come Up”                       Rev. Désirée M. Youngblood 

Building Up 

*Affirmation of Faith                                      The Confession of 1967 (9.51) 

By humble submission to John’s baptism, Christ joined himself to men 

and women in their need and entered upon his ministry of 

reconciliation in the power of the Spirit.  Christian baptism marks the 

receiving of the same Spirit by all his people.  Baptism with water 

represents not only cleansing from sin, but a dying with Christ and a 

joyful rising with him to new life.  It commits all Christians to die each 

day to sin and to live for righteousness.  In baptism, the church 

celebrates the renewal of the covenant with which God has bound us to 

God’s very self. 

*Hymn               “Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways”                          #164 

“Let My Prayers Rise Up” 

 
Text: Psalm 141; Marty Haugen 

Music: Holden Evening Prayer, Marty Haugen 

© 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. 

Used by Permission. ONE LICENSE #A-739295 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Uplifting Messages of Support 

*Response                 “What R U Up 2 for My Sake?” 

 
Words: Dr. Marcia McFee 

Used by permission from Worship Design Studio. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

Living It Up 

*Closing Hymn “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High”          #618 

*Blessing for the Journey  

*Congregational Response  “On Eagle’s Wings” (refrain)                       #43 

*Music for Movin’ on Up                  
 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                                         arr. Janet Linker      

 

 

 



 
Pastors: Rev. Désirée Youngblood    Music Director:  Thomas Lloyd  

                  Dr. Mark A. Johnson      Organist:  Carol Welk  

Liturgist:  Kelly Armfelt               

Kelly Armfelt is a member of the Generation to Generation Commission, Chancel Choir 

and Sunday School teacher at FPC. She loves teaching and learning alongside her 

kindergarten crew at Bailey Elementary in the Dublin City School District. Kelly also 

volunteers each week at H.E.L.P. House Community Outreach and the London Public 

Library. Her favorite pastimes include being Mimi to Cooper (4) and Mila (2), harassing 

the tenors and basses in the back row of the choir loft, bicycling and getting lost, and 

making Tom Lloyd laugh! 

 


